Choosing a College That
Is Right for You...

Step 1: Determine what you might like to study or major in at college.

Yes, many students enter college as “undecided,” and that's fine, but if you have
some idea of a career or a major, that information can help in finding colleges
that offer (and even specialize) in that field.

Take the short college major quiz and find your best fitting college majors!
Link to: http://www.mymajors.com/

Step 2: Develop a list of criteria you want to use to evaluate and weed out
colleges.

Do you want to live close to home, or far away? Do you want a large university or
a small college? Does it offer your major? How about public vs. private, costs,
social life, housing and admission requirements?

See the following site to rank you top five factors by importance. How you rank these
factors will depend largely on your personal preferences and needs.

http:/ /www.actstudent.org/college /factors.html

Follow this link to research colleges by majors offered
http:/ /www.mymajors.com/College-Search-by-Majors-and-states.cfml




Remember that one of the criteria that you want to use to evaluate colleges is admission

requirements.

For example passing the THEA test or similar assessment is required before a student

can take most classes at a Texas public community college- TVCC.

All universities have varying admission requirements. For example, see the following link
for UT-Tyler: http://www.uttyler.edu/admissions/freshman.htm
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Steps Continued...

Step 3: Compile your list of possible colleges and universities. With at least some idea
of the criteria that are important to %ou begin the gathering phase. You will surely
et suggestions from family, friends, high school teachers, professionals in the
ield/major and guidance counselors. You have already attended our MHS College Day,
where you were actually able to meet representatives from the schools, as well'as
ga‘rheﬁ im)por"ran‘r literature. How about checking college websites and internet
searches:

For example College Confidential can help you narrow down your school choices.
Search more than 3,000 colleges and universities by name, location, or area of
study!

http:/ /www.collegeconfidential.com/college search/

Step 4: Now it is time to narrow your list of colleges to a manageable number.

This number will vary widely depending in part on how many you and your family can
realistically visit. Most experts suggest narrowing the list to 10 or fewer. Once your
list is narrowed down, you might want to complete this comparison sheet found on the
counseling center website under the following title:

College Planning Calendars, Checklists, worksheets, newsletters and much more
- User Name: 2009, Password: SCORE (all caps)

Here is the link to the actual comparison worksheet:
http://www.getin2college.com/Documents/Comparison-Worksheet.pdf




Steps Continued...

Step 6: Visit the colleges on your list.

The best way to really get a feel for a college is by visiting the campus, taking a tour,
meeting with students, attending a class, reading the campus newspaper, eating in the
cafeteria, and spending the night in a dorm (if possible).

Here is a great campus visit checklist:
http:/ /www.getin2college.com /Documents/Visit-Checklist.doc

Information about Senior Campus Visits and Preview Days
* Seniors get 1 excused campus visit first semester and 1 excused campus visit second semester.
* Seniors must complete a College Visit Checklist located in the counseling center before requesting
a college visit with their Assistant Principal.
* The request must be completed at least 1 day prior to the planned absence.

* Students will need to return this completed form including the Overall Impression Section and College
Visit Checklist (back page) to Mrs. Robertson in the attendance office along with a signed & dated letter on
college letterhead from the campus you visit.

* If both are not returned, the absence will not be excused.

Some other great ways that students may visit college campuses is by taking advantage of the College
Preview Days, weekend visits, summer visits, and even virtual tours. For example take a look at the
website for Baylor University:

http:/ /www.bavlor.edu /visit/index.php?id=54616




